THE SECTS OF THE -MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADARIYAH

is known by necessity, such as colors, tastes, smells, motion
and quiet; it necessarily follows that these known phe-
nomena are evidence for Allah because they are percep-
tible, just as bodies are evidence for Allah bcause they
are perceptible. Now if al-Futi says that phenomena are
not perceptible, because those who deny phenomena have
doubted their existence, one can say: " The Najjariyah and
the Darariyah have doubted the existence of the body which
was not a phenomenon, for they asserted that bodies are a
conglomerate of phenomena.17 And arguing from analogy,
it follows that bodies cannot be known of necessity, and if
......[break in text].

His fourth heresy is his view concerning " interruption
and continuation." He maintained that if a man performs
the ablutions for prayer and begins praying, thus drawing
near to Allah with the determination to complete the prayer,
and then recites and genuflects and prays to Allah in the
proper manner, but interrupts it before the end, the begin-
ning of the prayer as well as its end is sin, for Allah has
forbidden him this, and has prohibited it. Nevertheless he
has HO' way of knowing before the beginning that he is
going to commit a sin and so avoiding it. The community
before his time, however, agreed that the part of the prayer
which has been performed is an act of obedience to Allah,
even though the prayer is not completed, as for example, if
he died during it, what he had already performed would be
an act of obedience, even if the whole prayer was not com-
pleted.

His fifth heresy is his denial that 'Uthman was besieged
and was murdered by conquest and force. He claims that a
small band surprised and killed him without a regular siege.
And he who rejects the view that 'Uthman was besieged,
in spite of the successive traditions about it which have
been handed down, is like him who* rejects the battles of
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